
 
 
The Royal College of Physicians of Edinburgh welcomes the chance to comment on the very 
thorough document titled ‘Phasing out the sale of new petrol and diesel cars from 2030 and 
Support for the Zero Emission Transition’ which is currently out for consultation. 

On reading the items to which answers are requested, it seemed to us that many were relevant 
only to the sellers of cars. However, there are aspects of health we should like taken into account 
by the committee, and we hope our answers to 4 key questions are of value. 

As the committee notes about 1/3rd of all emissions come from transport, Areas of significant 
transport-linked air pollution exist in and around our city streets(1). Furthermore, harmful effects 
of air pollution are seen at low levels of air pollution, which has recently led the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) to recommended far more stringent air quality guidelines(2) which are below 
the current target levels of the 4 nations.  Thus, air pollution is still damaging our health and 
increasing our risk of dying early. 

Poor air quality is a significant public health issue. Children, older people, and people with 
chronic health problems are among the most susceptible to air pollution(3, 4). Gestation, infancy, 
and early childhood are vulnerable times because the young body is growing, developing rapidly 
and has immature immune systems.  Also, children spend a higher proportion of their time 
outdoors and are therefore at greater risk of exposure to air pollutants, which can focus round 
schools with the current high level of idling(5).  Furthermore, children and adults who are the most 
deprived often live in areas of highest pollution in city centres thus exacerbating pre-existing 
health inequalities(6). The Committee on the Medical Effects of Air Pollution have shown that air 
pollution is estimated to cause 29,000 to 43,000 deaths a year in the UK(7). 

For these reasons we should like to comment as follows: 

Q6 What are your views on establishing a CO₂ requirement for vans from 2030?  

We believe this is essential as much city centre air pollution is tracked back to commercial 
vehicles such as vans and buses. 

Q7 What would be the impact to the economy and to UK society of any new or additional 
non-ZEV CO2 requirements in the van sector from 2030?  

Whist this may have a potential deleterious economic effect on van sellers, the economic effects 
of air pollution would certainly counter this, in terms of fewer hospital admissions on high 
pollution days(8), less time off work with payment of associated benefits. Air pollution costs 
health services and businesses an estimated £20 billion per year(9). It is estimated that improving 
air quality could increase UK earnings by £900 million each year. This is due to fewer premature 
deaths and illnesses, which could lead to more productive years and working days. Improved air 
quality could also reduce work absences, which could benefit the UK economy by close to £600 
million 

Question 8: What are your views on current measures to support demand for zero emission 
vehicles? What additional measures could further support the transition? 



Studies have shown that there are 2 main drivers for EV purchase(10): Firstly, subsidies to ensure 
the cars match  the price of ICE cars. Whilst there is some availability of this for work fleets, this 
is not available for the general public, and the introduction of the EV car tax at a standard rate is 
a further disincentive. The second key item is availability of chargers/range anxiety(11). As newer 
long-range cars come on stream this will be less of a problem, however there is ad inequality 
issue relating to inner city dwellers in flats where roadside council-provided charging is more 
expensive than home based mains charging. Council subsidies to equal out this price 
discrepancy should be considered. 

Availability is also a problem and although we are seeing more chargers along motorways sites 
there are other initiatives we believe should be considered such as obligatory charging sites in 
car parks, such as is done with disabled parking, based on numbers of spaces. Otherwise, this 
initiative of 2030 will not succeed. It will just result in more aging, and polluting cars, on the road 
as people will retain their old cars for longer. 

Question 13: Are the time limits on the current flexibilities in the ZEV Mandate for cars and 
for vans still appropriate? Please explain your answer. 

For the health reasons outlined in your document, and those highlighted by us above, we believe 
it is crucial that the 2030 timeline be followed. There will be significant health and economic 
benefits if it is retained. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to take part in this consultation and hope our comments are 
of some value. 
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